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Foreword 


He was the kingliest of Rings and more, 
He ied Cogs vid “pulled 
R ingdoms down. 
Nor ever cared himself to wear a Crown , 
His shining nakedness was all he wore.” 


Evolution which travels smoottily along 
timelessness, at certain urgent points of Ws 
process, turns into a revolution which.-has 
the arcane quality of moulding, or ts own 
nourishment and resuscitation, certain 
ungue , singular, rreproducable phenomena 
in human forms that pass into fustory and 
the history of the Divine. 

Su rare breathtaking bemas are not 
born, but t just happen. To name but a few 


on the unclying list of Gott, the deathless 
ones on earth , Whose influence passes wito the 
hues of “generations which they resurrect 
Reepung evolution alive: Ramakrishna 
‘Paramahansa, Vivekananda, Anandamai , 
Sri Aurobindo, Ramana ‘Maharshi and 
Gandhi pare the ripest contribution of Heaven 
to earth. Without our being conscious of the 
fact, they help millions, not only of our 
country , but of the world, to continue to 
breathe, dream ,to ache fora shaming world. 
yet in the making. They were all apostles of 
peace, not merely of the peace as contrasted 
by war, but the peace of Christ which passeth 
all unders nq. 

With Gandhi , non-violence was never, 
ever for a fraction of a second, the weapon 
of the weak , but always the weapon of the 


wd 


strong. He was an ancestor come back , 
‘full of love and faith and naked 
siemphieity of kindly thought, who would. 
not have dreamt, even m a dream , of 
hurting a fly. The word revenge Was never 
WV Gandhi dictionary. 

Here is a book. , Which a strongly | 
believe, should be found tn every home, 
since it contains a world of wisdom . 
Specially today, when the younger generation 
seems to be unconsious imbibing superficial 
thought . Itan only hope that A studly of these 
quotations will, help to bridge and cancel 
wholly } not Just Hus | generation gap, but also 
this Veneration gap. 


(Harendranath Chattopadhyaya 
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| ru icin “ee 


An eye for an eye 
only ends up making 


i 
the whole world bind. 


Literary education 
is of no value, 
if it isnot able 


to build up 
a sound character. 


1917 


i) 


‘Woman 
is the compamon of man 
gifted with 
wal mental capacitves. 
i She has theright 


to partiapate 
in ie details 
in the activities of man, 
and she has an equal right 
of freedom 
and liberty with him 
1917 


Hatred wer kills, 
Love never dies 
such ts the vast difference 
between the two. 
What is obtained by love 
is retained for all. hime. 


‘What is obtamed by hatred 
proves aburden 
in reality, 
for it increases hatrod. 


I919 


Fear of death 
makes us devoid 
both of: valour and religion. 
For want of valour 
1s Wart of religious faith 


1919 


There are times 
when you have to obey 
a call whichis 
the highest of all, 

Le. the vowe of CONSCLENE 
even though such obedvence 
may cost a bitter tear, 

d Es 
separation from i frvends, 
Jrom family, 
from the state 

to which you mary belong, 

from all that you have held 
as dearas life itself. 
For this obedience 
is the law of our being . 


1919 


Insistence on truth 
can come into play 
when one party practises 
Only than 
can love be tested. 


True friendship 
1s | pub to the test 

only when one Z party disregards 
the obligation of,  friendstup. 


1919 


Tor me, the present i merged 
in eternwy, 
vf my not sacrofice 
the latter for the present. 
} 1919 


Vhe test of friendship 

15 assistance in adversity, 
and that too, 

unconditional assistance 
Co-operation ) 
which needs consideration 
isa commeraal contract 
Conditional co-operation 
ts Lhe aditerated cement 

which doesnot bind. 


1919 


Ht nay be long 
before the law of Love 
will be recogrused 
in international | aff aur. 
The nuachinerves of ‘government 
stand bowen 
and bude the hearts 
of one , people 
from those of another. 


199 


A vow 
eee cly f cli tOUs act 
which cannot be taken 
i a ft of passion. 
St can be taken only 


CL compose 
and wilh God as witness. 


1919 


‘Natuns are born 


out of. travial 1 and suffering. 


1920 


1s a matter of the heart. 
"No ) physical mnconvenwenee 


can warrant abandonment 
Va Ones OWN religuon. 


1920 


Non-cooperation ts a is 
10 Ol, the ee 
lo a StnsEe of their dugiuty 
and power: 
This can only he done 
by enabling them to realize 


brute force, 
if they would but know 
the soul within. 


Public opiuow alone 
Can Reop a sociely 


) pure and healthy 


1920 


(Whenever Isce an erring Hwan, 
Ssay to myself 
J have also erred: 
when d See a lustful man 
f Say lo myself, 


50 WAS 7 OMe; 


and m thus way S feel kinshup 
wilh everyone w the world 
that J cannot be ppy without 


1920 


To Jorqwe is not to forget. 
The merit les in loving 
inspite of the vivid knowleclge | 
that the one that mustbe love 
is not w frien. 
T here ts 0 mori 


when you. forget hun 1 fora friend 


1920 


Si trength does not come 
rom physical capacity. 
St comes 5 from 
an indomitable will 


1920 


The moment there IS SUSPICION | 
about w , persons MOlveEs, 


everything hc des becomes tained. 


1920 


Are croeds such simple things 
like the clothes 
which aman can change 
at will and put on at wit 7? 
Creeds are such for which 
people we for ages aid ages. 


192) 


20 


S have but shadowed. { forty 
ty Yulense longing 
to lose maysef in the Eternal 
and become 
merely a lump of clay 
in te Potters dwine hands 
50 that HU SC Vice 
may become more certaun 
because uninterrupted — 
by the baser self in me. 


192] 


Ayn error does not become truth 
by reason of 


mulliploed propagation, 


nor does truth become error 


because nobouly will See Tie 


192] 


Pts 


AA man who broods on evil 
bs as bad asa man who does evil, 


of he ts no worse. 


2) 


Sifing 


ceases to be suffering 


and 1s transmuted 
into an ineffable JY 


1021 


24 


As soon as we lose the moral basis 
we cease to be reliquous. 

There 1s mo such thing as religuon 
over-rubing morality. , 
Man, , Jor instance, 


cannot be untruthful, 
cruel or incontinent’ 
and clam 
to have God on tus side. 


102] 


25 


Even aswisdom often comes 
from the mouths of babes, 
so Hoes ut often come 
from the mouths of old people 
The golden rule bS 
to test everyttung 
in the light of reason 
and experience, 
no matter from where ut comes. 


192] 


26 


Non cooperation is directed 
not against men 
but (UJOUNSL CASTES. 


St 1s not directed 
aunst the Governors, 


but against the system 
) they admumster. 
The roots of non cooperation 
lie not in hatred 
but in pustice, 
of not inlove. 


1021 


2] 


I do not want my house 
to be walled in on all sides 


and , my windows to be stuffed. 
| Iwant the cultures of all the lands 
to be blown about my house 
is ‘freely as ‘possible. 
But J refuse 


to be blown off my feet by any, 
Srefuse to live 


in other r peoples houses 
asan inter loper, | 


a beggar ora slave. 


192] 


28 


— Measures must always 
in A progresswe Socvely | 
be held supervor to men, — 

who are after al 
imperfect instruments, 


workin for their fulfilment. 


021 


29 


Iwill ‘far rather see 
the race of man extinct 
than taat we should become 
less than beasts 
by making 


the noblest of God's creation, 
woman, 


the object of our lust. 


— 1921 


30 


She spirit of non-violence 
necessarly leads to husnuboty 
Non- Violence means 
reliance on God, ) 
the rock of ages 
Sf we would seek bus aud, 
we must approahh Aim 


with ahumble and contrite heart. | 


192) 


Abstract truth has no value 
unless it incarnates 
in human beings who represent u, 
| by / proving thou readiness 
to dhe , for tt. 


| 


Sama Puritan myself, 
but Jam catholic 


towards others. 


1921 


ey 


There isa higher court 


than courts of justice 
and that is 
the court of conscience. 
Si supercedes 
all other courts. 


1021 


Non-cooperation bs 
beyond the reach of the bayonel 
SI has s found | an absiling j place 
in the Indian heart. 
Workers lke me will go 
when the hour has struck, 
bul non cooperation woh roman. 


192) 


re) 


Intolerance ts itself | 


a form of violence 


and an obstacle to the 2 growth 
of a true democratic spurt 


1021 


36 


This compagn of NON- cooperation 
has no reference vo diplomacy, 
SUT CL oF open. 
The only diplomacy a admuts o 
15 the statement and pursuance 
of truth at anny cost. 


Bey | 


God 15, 
oven though 
the whole world 
deny hum. 
Truth stands, 
even if there be 
n0 public support. 
It is self-sustained. 


1922 


38 


Never has man reached 
his destination 
by / persisterue wv deviation 


1922 


Ae 


J claim that human mind 
or human society 
is not dwuded 
into watertight compartments 
called social, 
political and relugious 
ALL act and react’ 
upon one another 


1922 


40 


The only Way 


love punishes 


15 by suffering 


1922 


The only virtue Jwant toclaim 
is truth and non-violence. 
De soci 
to superhuman powers. 


I want none. 
I wear the same corruptible Mesh 
that the weakest of 


muy fellow beings WOMS, 
and am therefore 
as liable to Crr aS anny. 
My services have many lunuitations 
but God. has upto now 
blessed them 


i spite of the unperfections. 


J922— 


4.2 


The human voice 
can never reach 
the distance 
that 1s covered by 
the still small voice 


of conscience. 


1922, 


43 


Si we want to cultivate 
a true spirit of democracy 


we cannot afford 


to be ntolerant. 
Intolerance betrays | 
want of fasth in one’s cause. 


1922 


44 


When J admire 

the wonders of a sunset 

or the beauty of the moon, 
muy sou expands 

in the worstup of the creator 


1924 


4) 


4 Violent means 

will gue violent freedom 

That would _ 
to the world 
and to India herself. 


1924 


46 


Keligun ts more than life. 
Remember that bus own reliquow 
is the truest to every matt 


even if wb stands low 
in the scales of 
philosophical compar ison. 


1924 


AJ 


In nature 
there is fundamental unity 
rung through IS 
the dwersity we see about us. 
Religions are given to mankind 
soas to accelerate 
the prowess of realisation 


1924. 


48 


I believe in 
absolute oneness of God 


and therefore 
also of humanity. 


1924 


49 


However 
much I may sympathise with 
and admure worthy motwes, 


Sam Ait UCOMIPY OMUSHNG 


onernt 


of violent methods 
Wen to Serve 


the noblest of CAUSES. 


1924 


50 


(Birth and death are not 
two different states, 
but they are different aspects 
of the same state. 
There isas little reason 
lo deplore the one 
as there is | 
to be pleased over the other. 


1924 
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For me every ruler 1s alen 


1924. 


‘Lyperience CONV ICES He 
that permanent good 
can never be the outcome — 

of untruth & violence 

Ever if my belief is 

a fond delusion 

it will be admitted that 
it isa fascinating delusion. 


1924 


ae. 


I donot want to 
foresee the future. 
I am concerned — 


with taking care 


of the 2 presen. 
God has ger me no control 
over the moment {following 


Ba 1024. 


54 


Indeed ones faith 
LS truly tested 


when the horizon before one 
is the blackest. 


JP 


Kis 
e. | 
Pid * L farm belve 
grows hele : 
. in we 
uw. subdue the ofl : 
lesh. 


1924. 


Sale) 


My trust is solely in God. 
And I trust men 
only because J trust God. 
If S had no God. (o rely upon, 
S should be like Timon, 
a hater of my species. 


1924 


yy, 


Ones own religions all 
a matter between oneself 
and one’s Maker 
and no one elses. 


1924. 


58 


My religion 15 based on truth 
and non-violence. 


Truth is hy God. 


Non-vidlence is the means 


of realising Him. 


1925 


oe 


It is any day better tostand orect 


with a broken 
and bandaged head 


than tocrawl on ones belly, 
in order to be able 
to save one’s head. 


60 


PB 
elter far than cowardice 
oy 1s killing 

being killed mn battle 


1925 


ee 


Imitation ts 
the sincerest flattery. 


1925 


62 


Let no one Charge me 
with ever having abused 
or encouraged weakness 
or surrendered 
on matters of prince. 
Lut IS have said, 
as J SAY again, 
that every trifle must not be 
dignufied into apromeyple 


1925 


63 


Volont men 
have not been known 
in history to die to aman. 


They dve up to a pownt: 


1925 


64 


(Justice that love GES 
is a surrender, 


oe justice that law Gwes 
is a L punishment: 


. 


1925 


65 


Tam but apoor struggling soul 
yoarning lobe wholly good, 
wholly truthful 
and wholly non-violent 
uvthought, word and decd; 
but ever fatling to reach the ideal 
which T know to be true. 
Iisa _paairyfiul clumb, 
but the paar of thos 
a L positive pleasure to me. 
‘Lach stop upwards 
makes me e feel stronger 
and fu for the ext 


1925 


66 


‘Moral authority 
1s never retouned 


by any attempt tohold on to st. 
It comes without. seeking 
and 1s retained without Ofort. 


1925 


6] 


Self respect 


knows no considerations. 


1925 


68 


Power is of two kinds 
One is obtained by 
the fear of p punushinent 
and the other by acts of love. 
“Power based on love is 
a thousand tunes more effective 
and permanent than the one | 
derwed from 1 fear of purushment es 


1925 


69 


‘A religuon 
that takes no account? 
of “practical affairs 

and does not help to solve them. 


1s no reluguow. 


1925 


70 


Ther 
a 


Vika 
is 
nov wholly 
Goon. 


1925 


jI 


No sacrifice ts worth the name 
unless this W JOY, 
Sacrifice and a long jface 
Go We together. 
Sacrifuce is makurg sacred j 


He must be a 100K § CLINCH 


who is inneed | ofsympatty . 


Sor his sacrifice 


1925 


ye 


That service ts the noblest 
which ts rendered 
for its own sake. 


Every formula of every religion 
has in this age ofreason, 
to submit to the acid test 
of reason and universal assent. 


1925 


j4 


God tries his votarves 
through and through 
but never beyond endurance. 
He gives them strength enough 
to ) 90 through the ordeal 
he prescribes sfor them. 


1925 


yD 


Lov 
: claw. 
pis ver qwes 
Se: 
Sy 


Hey 
er resets 
7A 


Never rev 
enges tiself. 


192 


Jo 


— I chaim to be asumple indwidual 
able to err 
like any other r fellow mortal. 
I own, however thit 
S have humilty enough. 70 confess 
My errors and to retrace rruy steps 


1926 


Kf 


Truth as by mature self evident, 


as SOON as You remove 


Ye cobwebs Of vgnorance 


that surround i, 
it shines clear. 


78 


St means ‘power of resistance 
and assinulation. 


1926 


I 


Man has reason, discrimination 
and { free-will such as ib Ls. 
The brutehas no such thing 
St isnot a free agent, 
and knows no distinction 
between virtue and vice, 
Ggood-and we. 
Man, being a free agent, 
knows these distinctions, 
and whew he follows 
his higher nature, 


80 


shows himself far su, erior 
to the brute, 
but when he 2 follows 
his baser mature 
can show himself lower 
than te brute. 


1926 


8] 


Pinger 1s the enerny of Alymsa 
wn / prvide isa monster 
that swallows it up 


1926 


82 


o/! L principle is 
the e Ofpression of perfection, 
and as nyper fect bengs like us 
camel price petion 


we devise every moment lunuts 
of its compromise in nw practice. 


1926 


«$3 


IIS casy enough 0S, 
J donot believe in Goa. 
For God pernmuts alt , things 
tobe sau of Him with ungpuruly 
Fe looks at our acts. 


Ftd any breach of Has Law 
carrus wilh u, 
not Us Virictwe, 
hut its purefying, 


1926 


84. 


He who rifles with truth 
cuts tal the root ‘of Mhsinsn. 
He who SALTY 


us quilly of Flamsa 


1926 


8&5 


Human sociely 

1s & ceaseless growth, 
GA ulfoldment 

in terms Of spurituality 


1926 


56 


wis (patience ts worth anything, 
el must endure to the ent of tine. 


And a living j faith will | last 
inthe mast of 
the blackest storm. 


1926 


87 


Shough we may know Fim 
by a thousand names, 


He Ls one 
and the same tous al 


1926 


58 


S have found by experience 
i 
to be often upset by God, | 
but. at the same tine, 
where the ultimate. goal is 
the search of truth 
aman'splans are frustrated 


the LSSUCLS HVE ee 


89 


A ‘no uttered 
from deepest conviction 
os better ant, greater 
than w yes 
merely ultered to please, 
or wha 1s WOTSE, 
to avoid trouble 


1927 


90 


upon agreement 
on all matters 
is not worth the name. 
Friendship to bereal 
must ever SUSTAIN 
the weight of honest differences, 
however sharp they be 


1927 


‘AL clean confession, 
combined with i OHUSE 
never to commut the sin Aagawn, 
when offered before as 
who has the right to recewo wt 


is the , purest type of repentance. 


1927 


92 


Furity of f personal life 
Sor buslding up 


a sound education. 


1927 


i? 


Perfection 
is the oxcluswe attribute of ‘God, 
and itis indescribable 
untranslatable. 
I do believe that it is possible 
for human beings 
to become 2 perfect, 


even as God is ‘perfect: 

It is necessary (forall ofus 
to aspire after that t perfection 
but when that blessed state 
ts attained, wt becomes 
indescrvbable, indefinable. 


1927 


OF 


What is true of the individual 
will be to-morrow true 
of te whole nation 
if indwidyals will but rofuse 
to lose heart and hope. ; 


7 


Sa 


Service which ts rendered 
without joy 
helps neither the servant 
nor the served. ie 
(But all other "pleasures 
and / POssessvons 
pale into nothungress 
before service which ts rendered — 
ina puri of joy. 


06 


“4 has always been 
can feel 

themselves Bag ) 

by the humltation 


of thar Ll , 
fe low beings 


1927 


SF 


Thy domo 
| e 
1s Hot e ao 
ie. i 
It g we he “s 
. if 
of forms 
hange of a 


1927 


98 


Kis quote proper 
to resist and attack asystem 
but to resist 
and attack its author 
1s tantamount to resisting 
and attacking oneself forwe areall 
tarred with thesame brush, 
——— andare children of 
one and the same Creator, and assuch 
the divine powers within us are infrte. 
To slight a single human bem, 
Us tostight those dwiine powers and 
thus to harm not only that ‘Bang 
but. with Flim, the whole world. 


1927 


og 


Let us alt be brave enough | 
to che the death of a martyr, 
but let no one lust for martyrdom. 


1927 


Joo 


A true soldier does not argue, 
as he rar ches, 
how success 
LS 5 gong tobe uliumately achieved. 
But heis confident that 
if he only plays his humble part well, 
somehow or other 
the battle will be won. 
Kisin that sprit 
that every one of us should act. 
SE is not gwen to us 
, to Rnow the future. 
‘hut it isqwento everyone of us 


to 
how todo our own x part well. 


1927 


lol 


If co-operation isa duty, 
I hold that non-co operation also 


J02 


fall the arnumat creation of God, 
man 1s the only anna 
who has been created 
mn order that — 
he may know his Maker. 
Mans aim in lifeis nol 
therefore 
to add ‘from day to day 
to hus mater prs ects 
ard to hus material / POSSeSSLONS 
but hus predomunant calling 1S, 
prom day to day to come nearer 
to his own Maker. 


104 


Spiritual. relationshy 
is far more precious than physical. 
Physical relationship divorced 
from sprtual 
is body without soul. 


1927 


JO4 


(Man and hus deed are 
two distinct thungs. 
Whereas a Good deed should 
call [ forth approbation 
and a wicked deed dis- “approbation, 
the doer of the deed, | 
whether good or wicked 
always deserves respect 
or r pity as the case meu be. 
Hate the sin and not the sinner 
1S 1 precept which 
: though casy enough tounderstand 
45 rarely practised, a and that 1s why 
the 2 porson of hatred spreads 
in the world. 


105 


AM the reliquons of the world, 
while they may differ 
in other respects, 
unitedly ( proclaum that 
nothing lives in this world 
but Truth. 


1927 


106 


Morality 1s the basis of things 
and truth 1S 
the substance of oll. morality. 


1927 


107 


— Mankind 1s notoriously too dense 
| to read | the signs 
that God sends 5 from time to tune. 
We require drums to be beaten 
iho our Cars, 


before we should wake 


Jrom our trance 


and hear the warning 
and see that to lose oneself inall, 


is the only way to find oneself. 


1927 


108 


SI do not want ay y patronage, 
as J do noe Gwe any. 
Igna lover of my OW liber by, 
and so I would do nothing 
—borestri Ours. 
I stinplyf wank to please 
own COnscterie, 


whith is You: 


109 


Real suffering, 
bravely borne, 
melts even a heart of stone. 
Such is the potency of suffering 
And there ues the key 
to Satyagraha. | 


19028 


10 


"Bud L for my / faith in Goa, 
I shoul hue been 


A rowing MAHL. 


J928 


/7] 


There ts an orderliness 
in the unwerse, 
there is an unalterable law 
Ggovermng everything 
Aen PO 
that exists or les. 
Stus no blind law; 

Jor no blind law 
can govern the conduct 

of living beings. 


J928 


112 


The first condition 
Of hurmanoness 
isa litle humility 
and a little diffidence 
about the correctness 
of ones conduct 
and a little receptiveness, 


1928 


113 


Where love ts, 
there God 1s alwo. 


1928 


114 


Mo, aremerely the wstruments 
of the Almighty wih | 
and therefore wy moran 
of what helps Us Sport 
and what acts 
as an unpeduinent. 
We must thus rest satisfied 
with the knowledge 
| only of ihe means 
and if these are pure, 
we can fearlessly leave the end 
to take care of self. 


1028 


pis xe \ 


There will have tobe 
r igi and iron disupline 
before we achieve 
anything great and 
and that discipline 
will not come 


by mere academe argument 
and appoul to reason and logic 
Disupline is learnt 
in the school of adversity 


1928 


116 


Non-violenee is nota quality 
lobe eolved 
or opr esse to order. 
Sis an inward gros 
depending y for sustenance 
upon intense nw idual ofort 


1028 


M7 


Constant development 
is the law of life, 
and a man who always tries 
to mauntan lus dogmas 


in order to appear 
consistent aries humself 
unto a fuse , poston. 


1928 


13 


I believe that cunning 1s 
not only morally wroug 
but also politically 
incipedient 
) and have therefore 
always discountenanced 

us use ever from the 
practical standpoint. 


1928 


WO 


‘When anyttung ASSUMES 
the strength of a creed, 

it becomes self sustuned — 
and derives the needed 
support from within. 


1928 


120 


Ido dimly / perceive 
that whilst everything 
aroutd me 1s ever- changing, 
ever dying, there ts underlying 
al that change a lwing Power 
that is changeless, that 

holds all together, that 
creates, dissolves and recreates. 

That informing | power 

Or spirtt is God. 
And since nothing else I see 

merely through the senses 
can or will Persist, alone is. 
1028 


121 


Non-violence and cowardice 
are contradictory terms. 
‘Non-violence is 
the greaest virtue, 
cowardice the greatest Vie. 


“Nonviolence springs from love, 
cowardice from hate. 
Non-violence always suffers, 
cowardice 
would always inflict suffering, 
Perfect non-Violence 


yo2 


is the highest bravery. 

—Non-violent’conduct 

is never demornlising, 
cowardice UWAYS 15. 


1929 


123 


Jrom within. 
Ald { pecuce to be real 
must be unaffected 
by outside circumstanes. 


1929 


12 4. 


St is man’s social nature 
which distinguishes him 
from the brute creation. 

fit is his 5 privilege 

to be iinet 
to be inter-dependent: 
Only an arrogant man 

will claim 

to be independent 

of every bouly else 
and be self-contained. 


1929 


125 


Flealiy discontent 


is the prelude to progress. 


1929 


126 


Manliness consists not in buff 
bravado or lordliness 
It consists Cy | 
to do the right 
atid {facing CONSEGUENCES 
whether vt 1s in matters social, 
political or other 
SE consists in deeds, 
not in words. 


a § 


Commuonsonse is 
the realised sense Of, f proportion. 


1929 


128 


Golden y felters 
are noless galling 
to a self-respect. i mean 
than iron ones; 
the Sting lies tn the felters, 
not tn the metal 


1929 


129 


St would conduce 
lo national progress 
and save a great deal of lume | 
and trouble 
if we cultwated the habit of 
never supporting the resolutions 
either by speaking 
or voling for them 
Sf we had not ether 
the intention or the ability 
lo carry them out 


1929 


130 


‘Breach of ‘promis 
is a base surrender of truth. 


1929 


il 


Intellect takes us 
along it te battle of hfe 
lo a certain lint, 
but at the crucial moment 
it fails us 
Faith transcends reason. 
Nis when the horizon 


isthe darkest 
and human reason 
is beaten down — 
to the ground 
that faith shines brightest 


and comes to our rescue. 


1929 


132. 


I ryect 


ary religious doctrine 
that does not 
eal to reason. 
and Is ih conflict 


with morulity 


1930 


14 


Gentleness, self sacrifice 
and generosity 


are the exclusive possession 
of no one race or reliquon. 


1930 


154 


Fach one prays to God 
according to hus own light ; 


1950 


IND 


The world is touched by sacrifuce. 
It does not then discriminate 
about the mertts of a cause. 

Not so God- 
Peis all seeing 


He tnsists 
on the ‘purity of the cause 
and on adlequite SUCrifice thereof. 


1930 


136 


Breach of, [promise 
is no less an act of tnsolv 
than arefusal to pay one 5 debt 


1950 


7 


Prayer isnot asking 
K  — of bev 
Kis daily admission 


of one’s weakness. 


I is better in xprayer 
to have a heart without words 
than words without a heart: 


1930 


138 


The baw of sacrifice is uniform 
throughout the world. 
Do be offective 
it demands the sacrifice 
Of the bravst 
and the most spotless, 


1950 — 


139 


Man becomes great 


pally 


inwhich he works 


for i welfare 
i 


1950 


140 


We may have 
Our private LHUWONS 
but why shoul they be a bar 
to the mectiug of hearts ? 


IY 


14] 


There should be truth — 
in thought, truth in speech, 

and truth wvaction. 

Jo the man who has realised 
this truth in per fection, 

nothing else remains tobe known 

because all knowledge 
Ls necessarily included tn tt. 


1931 


14.2 


Iwold Ly welcome 
the unmon of Fast and ‘West 
provided itis not based 
on brute force. 


14-4 


c= 3 


I saw that nations 
hike individuals 
could only be made 
through the agony of the Cross 
and in nootherway. 
(Jey comes not out of infliction 
of, f pain on others 
pu Ot 0 a 
voluntary borne by oneself. 


195] 
ane Ff 


144 


Ain ounce of practice 


is worth more 


than tons of f preaching. | 


195) 


14.5 


Courage has never been known 
to bea matter of muscle ; 
it isa matter of the heart. 
The toughest muscle 
has been known 
to tremble 
before an imaginary | fear. 
Stwas the heart 
thatset the muscle atrembling, 


193] 


146 


To meart 
in order to be truly great must, 


like the beauty of Nature, 
be universal in tts appeal. 
St must besimple 
in tks ‘ presentation | 
and direct in its OXpression, 
like the language of Nature. 


eo) 


147 


God sometimes does try 
to the uttermost 
those whom 
he wishes to bless. 


1991 


=. 


148 


When restraint and courtesy 
are added to strength, 
the latter becomes irresistible. 


14-9 


P|. 


Suffers 
has its well-defined limits. 
Suffering can be 
both wise and unm1se, 
and when the limit is reached, 
to prolong it 

would be not unwise 


but the height of folly 


1931 


150 


Have Inot Gace 

at the marvellous mystery 
of the starry Vault 
hardly over turing 

of the grea L panorama ? 


Dl 


i 


I hwe worshuppea woman 
as the ling embodiment 
of the sprit of. Servuce 
and sacrifuce. 


1955 


152 


‘Proved right should be capable 
of | being vindicated 
by right means 
as AGAIN the 
rude te. Sangquinary Means. 
Man may and should shed 
his own blood. {for establishing 
what he considers to be hisright. 
He may not shed the blood. 
of hus opponent 
who disputes his night. 


1955 


154 


I look only to the goon. qualities 
men. 
Not being faultless myself, 
Ion ¢ presume to ) probe 
into the , faults of others. 


1959 


154 


has a compassionate heart 
atthe sight of suffering. 


1959 


| Everyone who wills can hear 


the inner vowe. 


Iiswithin everyone. 


195 


156 


She beena willing slave 
to this most xacting Master 
Jor more than half a century 
His voice has been 
increasingly audible 
as Years have rolled by. 
He has never t forsaken me 
even in my darkest hour: 
He has saved me often 
against myself 
and left me nota vestige 
of wndependence . 
The greater surrender to Him, 
the greater has been my y jOY. 


1953 


Db] 


TA certain degree 

o ees 

and comfort 1s necessary, 

but above a certain lwel 
it becomes a bundrance 


; Therofore the ideal 
of creating: 
an untinuted number of Wanis 
and sauusfying them 
sooms to be 


a delusion and a snare 


193 


158 


Put is 
good or truth misplaced. 


199) 


There is nohuman institution 
but has its dangers 


The greater the institution , 
the greater the chances of abuse. 
Democracy isa great institution 
and therefore tt is liable 


tobe greatly abused. 
The remedif therefore 1s not 
avoidance of democrnc 
but reduction of the — 
possibility of abuse toa miumum. 


1953 


160 


Man can never be 
a woman's equal 
in the spirit of selfless service 
with which Nature 
has endowed her: 


161 


162 


My lifers one tndwisible whole, — 

andall my actiwities 
run into one another 
and they all have their rise 

in my insatiable love of mankind. 


1934 


6s 


I need no mnspiration 
other than ‘Nature's. 
She has never fouled me yet 
She mystif tes me, 
bewrlders me, 
sonds me into ecstastes. 
Besides God's handiwork, 
doesnot man's fade 


into unstgnificance oes 


19054 


164. 


The real ornament of woman 
ts her charactor, 


1934. 


165 


So deprive aman 
of his natural liberty 
and to deny to him 
theordinary amenities of life 
1s worse than starving the body, | 
it 1s starvation of the soul 
the dweller in the body. 


1934 


166 


cannot be 
an observance by ttself. 
For, it does not lend. uself 
to being deliberately / practised. 
SI is, however, 
an indispensable test 
of Ahimsa’ 
For onewhobias Pbimsa’ 
a hum tt becomes part of 
his very nature. 


167 


God, as Truth, has been forme 
a treasure beyond price. 


May He beso 
to every one of Us 


1955 


168 


Non-violence us the , gremest force 
at the disposal. of mankind 
I is mughitver than 
the mughtiest weapon 
of destruction devised 
by the ingenuty of man. 


169 


Destruction is not 
thelaw of humans. 
Man lies freely 
only by fus readiness to dve, 
ff need be | 
at the hands of his brother, 
never by killing hum. 
Luery murder or other t ury, 
no matter for what cause, 
| commuted or inflicted on another 
15 A CYNE against human ty 


ESL EE. 


170 


des kh 
isto lve rightly, 
think rightly, 
act rughily. 
The soul must languish 


when we give all our th ought 
to the boy. 


1936 


V/1 


Unwearied ceaseless fort 
is the price that must be pau 
for turning faith into 
a rich infallible gperuence, 


1936 


Manliness consists 
uemaRing curcumstances 
subserve to ourselves. 
Those whowill not heed 

themselves perish. 
To understand this principle 
is not to be umpatient, 
not to reproach fate, 
not to blame others. 
He who understands the doctrine 
of self- help 
blames himself for - failure. 


1936 


I 


O, urely conversion isa matter 
between man and bus Maker — 
who alone knows 
hus creatures’ hearts. 

Al conversion 
without a clean heart is. 

TY Oa 
a deal of God and ‘Religion 
Conversion 
without cleanliness of heart 
can only be a matter of sorron) 


not f0Y, toa godly { person. 


1936 | 


74 


I havenot 
the shadow of a doubt that 
AM man or woman can achieve 
what J have, 
if he or she would make 
the same offort and cultivate 
the same hope and faith 
Work without faith | 
is like an attempt to reach 


the bottom of a bottomless put: 


1936 


17D 


Medigested principles are, 
[a 
worse than ill-dugestedt ‘food, 
jor the latter harms the boul 
and there (scare for tt, 
whereas the former ruins the soul 
and there is no care for it. 


1957 


176 


The essence ofall 
reliquons 15 One. 
Only their approaches 

are different. 


WJ 


WI 


Restraint neverruins ones health. 
What ruins tt; ts not restraimt 
but outward. SUppressvon. 

A really self-restrauned person 

rows every da 
from strength to strength 
and from peace to more peace. 
The very fast Step 
Wl self -restyaint vs 
the restraunt of though ts. 


5] 


178 


We should meet abuse 
by forbearance. 
n nature is so constituted - 
that of we take 
absolutely no notice 


of anger or abuse, 
the  personvindulging init 
will soon weary of tt and. stop 


1938 


cet? 


True religion 
is not a narrow dogma. 
I isnot external observance. 
Sis faith in God 
and ling in the presence of God. 
Jt means s faith mnafuture lyfe, 
in truth and Atumsa. 
There prevails today 


asort of. apathy towards 
these things of the Sput 


1938 


ISO 


Only he can take great resolves 
who has tncomutable faith 
in God 
and has fear of God. 


1958 


1S] 


A small body 
of determined 5 spin ts 
fired by an unguenchable faith 

in their mussion 


can alter the course of history. 


1938 


182 


g muy live without air and water 
but not without Hom, 
You miay j pluck out muy eyes 
but that cannot kill me. 
You muy chop off my nose 
but that will not kill me. 
But blast my belief 1 in God, 
and J am dead. 


NS hai 


Nan'snature 
is not essontially oil. 
‘Brute nature 
has been known to yield 
to the influence of love. 
You must never despair 
of human nature. 


1938 


184. 


Freedom ts never 
dearat any | price. 
Ks the breath of life. 
What would AMMAN 1101 pay 


Jor living ee 


«1938 


1S5 


Iknow to banish anger 
altogether from one 5 breast 
isa difficult task 
St cannot be achieved 
through pure personal. offort. 
It cawbe done 

by God's grace. 


186 


Lveryone has s faith in God. 
A 


eryone does not know it- 
For everyone has faith 
in himself 
and that multiplied 
to the nth degree is God. 
The sum total. of alt that lives 
(a 
We may not be God, 
kee of God, 
even as a little drop of water 
Ls of the ocean. 


1959 


187 


There is mo one without t faults, 
not Ven nen of God. 
TI hey are men of Goa 
not because they are faultless, 
but because they know 
their own faults, 
they strive against them, 
they do not hide them, 
and are ever rewudy 
to correct themselves. 


1959 


15S 


Non-violence and cowardice 
Go il ; together. 
I can imagine 
a fully armed man 
tobe at heart a coward. 
Possession of arms unplues 
ifnot cowardice. 
But true non-violence 
is AN impossibility 
without the ” POssession of 
unadulternted fearlessness 


1959 


I&9 


‘Providence 
has its appomted. hour 
Jor everyting. 
Wh cannot command results, 
we can only tre. 


100 


The hardest metal yelds 
to sufficient heat: 
‘Ever sonust the hardest heart 
melt before sufficiency 
of the heat of non-violence. 
And there isno limit 
to the capacity of non-VIolence 


10 generate heat. 


Jo] 


Rights accrie automatically 
to hum who duly 
performs his duties. 
to perform ones duties 
is the only right 
that is worth living j jor 
Wh ayy j for: 
It covers all. legitimate rights 
All the rest is grab 
unuler one Gust or another 
and contains mit 
sted of Himsa 


1959 


192 


| 


Kis good tosee ourselves 
as other: SSCCUHS. 
Try as we: AY. 
we are never able 
Lo know ourselves 
fully as we are. 
especially the wil ude of us 
This we can do only | 
yo we arenot angry 


with our Critics 
but. will take in L gow. /eart 
whatever they might have lo say. 


: 1959 


19% 


Far more indispensable 
than food. 
forthe e physical body 1s 
spuritual nourishment 
for thesoul. 

One can do without t food 
jora considerable time; 
but aman of the Spire 
cannot GS fora single second 
Without spiritual. nourishment. 


1959 


194 


A dissolute character is 

more dissolute in At 

And the same is true of violence. 

Our violence in word and decd 
LS buta feeble echo 

of the SUG Violence 


of thought ULUS. 


be 2 


Democracy INUSt IH CSSCHLE, 
therefore, 
mean the art and science 
of mobilising te entire physical, 
econommc ant spiritual resources 
of all the varvous sections 
of the people in the SVvICe 
of the common good ofall. 


1959 


196 


A / principle isa principle. 
and in no case 
canit be watered down 
| because of our incapacity 
—— tolwe it inpractice 
We have bo strive 
to aciueve it 
and the strwing should be 
conscious, deliberate and hard. 


1939 


19] 


A nation’s culture resides 
inthe hearts and 
in the soul of ts people 


1959 


198 


‘Whoams? 
Shaveno strength 
savewhat God gives me. 
Shave no authority 
Over ty countrymen 
save the pure moral. 
If He holds me 
to be apure mstrument 
for the spread of nonviolence 
in place of the awful violence 
now ruling the earth, 


199 


Hewill, que me the streng th 
and show me the way. 


My greatest weapon ts 
mute prayer 


The cause of peace is 


therefore, in God sqgood hands 


1959 


I want tosee India L free 
un my life-tame. 
But God may wot consider me 
tosce the dream 
Of ny Ye fulfilled. 
~— Shen Ishall quarrd. 
not with Him but with 
myself. 


At compromise 
isbased on gweand take, 
but there canbe no 
gveand takeon fundamentals. 
Ain CoMmpromuse 
onmere fundamentals 
isasurrender. 
For tt is all gue and no take. 


1940 


Pd 0 Fed 


Letween husband and wife 
there should be nosecrets 
from one another 
Shave a very high opin 
the marrvage lie. 
Shold that husband and wofe 
merge in each other. 
They are one in two 
or two th OnE. 


205 


Sis foolish to think that 
the dread (god of deat. 
Lotus treat him 
as a beneficent angel 
rather than a dread god. 
We must face and welcome 
him whenever he comes. 


1940 


204 


Kis the law of love 
that rules mankind. 
Had violence, i.e. hate, ruled us 
we should have become extinct 

0. 
Alad yet. the tragedy of itis that 
the so-called civilized men 
and nations conduct themselves 
as if the basis of society 


was Violence. 


205 


The badge of the violent 1s 


hus weapon, spear sword. or rifle 
God is the shueld 


of the non-violent. 


206 


St is unwise tobe too sure 
of one’sown misdom. 
Sis tobe reminded tat 
the strongest might weaken 


and the wisest mught Orr. 


1940 


207 


SItIs through truth & non-violence 
that Ican have some eghimpse 
Ge 
Truths & non-violence are my God. 
They are the obverse and reverse 
of the Same cot. 


208 


Before the throne of the Aimighty 
man will be puclged 
not by lus acts 
but by lus (nteruions. 
Tor Godi Alone reads ourhearts. 


1940 


209 


the helplessness of 


AHA OF worn 


has not much to recommend tt: 
Morality is rooted. 
in the epurity of our hearts. 


1940 


210 


An Opponent LS entitled to 
the sameregard for husprinciples 
as we would pect others 

to have for OUIS. 
Nonviolence demands 
that we should sock 
ory porn 
town over ‘opponents. 


2/1 


to reach ones goal 


and not in reaching 


1942 


bag Ps 


(Just asa man would not cherish 
ling Wa body 
other than bus own, 
soto nations not lke to live 
Unter olfier WMLONS, 
however noble and great 
the latter may —_— 


1942 


213 


No, religquon which is narrow 
and which cannot satis fy 
the test of reas, 
will survive the coming 
reconstruction of society 
inwhich 


the values will have changed 
wot possession of wealth, title, 
or birth, — 
Will be thetest of merit. 


1942 


| 2.14- 


How can one be compel ect 
to accept slavery ? 
Ssinply refuse 
10 do the masters bidding 
He may torture me, 
break my bones toatorns 
and even Rill me. 
He will then have my Mead boty, 
not my obedience. 
Ultimately therefore, it is J 
who am the victor and not he, 
forhe has 5 failed in 1 gelling me 
tv do what he wanted done. 


194.2 


215 


Non-violence requires 
a double fatth. 
fauth in God 

and also faith in man. 


216 


Man 1 falls 5 from the e pursuit 
the moment he wants to multuply 
his dawly Wants, — 
Man's happiness really lies 
wn. contentment. 


217 


Hower invariably elects to 40 

into the hands of the strong. | 

That strength my be physucal 

or of the heart 
OF, ff we do not fight shy 

of the word, of the sport. ; 

Strength of the heart 
connotes soul - fore. 
Let it be remembered that 


218 


physical force is LrANSHOTY, 
oven as the boty is transitory 
"Put the e power of the spirit 
1s permanent even as 


the spirits everlasting 


1942 | 


219 


Truth quenches untruth, 
love quenches ange, 
self suffering 
quenches violence. 
This eternal rule 
isa rule not for saints only 
but forall. 


My work will be e fished 
if. Isuccood 
iM carrying convution 
to the human faruly, 
that every man OY WOMAN, 
however weak in booly 
is the guardian of: lus or her 
Self respect and Liber. LY 
and that thus defence 2 prevails, 
though the world be 
against the mewidual resister. 


1944 


el 


Confession of errors 
is Like a broom 
which sweeps away the dirt 
arul leaves the surface 
brighter and clearer. 
T feel: stronger - for confession. 
*) IDES 


aa 


I worship Gon 
as Truth only . 
Shave not yet found Fh, 


Sam Lprepared to sacrifice 
the things Aeurest to me 
in pursuit of this quest. 
Even if the sacrifice 
denuanslert my very life, 
Shope 
vf may be prepared to gwe it. 


1947 


225 


We donot neod 
to 0 proselytise 
either by Our speech 
or by Our writitiy. 
We can only lo He really 
| with our les. 
Let our lives 
be open books | 
yor all to study. 


1948 


224. 
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